TT virus in hematological disorders and bone marrow transplant recipients.
TT virus (TTV) was cloned as a possible causative agent for non A to C posttransfusion hepatitis. Determination of the entire sequence of the virus revealed that the virus is the first human circovirus. The nucleotide sequence of TTV has a wide range of diversity and at least sixteen genotypes have been discovered to date. The prevalence of TTV infection in the normal population differs among countries, but exceeds 10% in several countries. Most of TTV infections are not associated with hepatitis, although there is evidence of TTV-induced hepatitis, especially caused by TTV of genotype I. To determine whether TTV is replicated in the liver is important in order to show that TTV is really a hepatitis virus, because results of a study in bone marrow transplant (BMT) recipients suggested that TTV might be replicated mainly in the hematopoietic cells. The prevalence of TTV infection in patients with hematological disorders who regularly require blood products was extremely high, but most of the infections did not cause liver injury, even in BMT recipients.